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Nicholson and Robert Redford in "The Great Raid" (1974) - Paramount Nicholson got his start by way of a role in 1945's "The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty," but he has had to fight for his career ever since. At the height of his fame in the '70s and '80s, Nicholson had three consecutive

"serious" acting Oscars, for "Drive, He Said," "Terms of Endearment" and "The Shining." He also won a Best Supporting Actor Oscar for "One
Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest," something that more than a few people now consider just a technicality. Over the years, Nicholson has been

criticized for his over-the-top performances in "The Shining" and "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest," and he's had his acting chops called into
question for "Easy Rider" and "Chinatown." With Nicholson's work in "Asphalt Jungle" and "The Departed," though, he seems to have put

together a career resurgence in a way that the other "serious" movie actors of the '70s and '80s may be wishing they'd done. The career
resurgence of Nicholson has gotten a substantial assist from Robert Altman, who directed the first four of his movies. Altman built his career on

a certain type of, shall we say, "artistic" acting that Nicholson perfected for the later part of the '70s and '80s. It's a type of acting that is rarely
seen these days, the sort that consists of the camera following the actor's face as he or she thinks or speaks. Among the greats, Altman just

missed it. Harold Faltermeyer was a big part of the reason, but the director also took a break in the '70s in favor of TV and talking-head-for-TV.
Altman finally got back to that sort of acting in the '80s with "Milius" and "Nashville," but he never again directed a movie as 1cb139a0ed
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