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substantial costs related to the disorder and its treatment. Few
estimates of the magnitude of these costs are available, and none are
available for the United States. To estimate the total cost of RA in the
United States in 1994, we measured the national economic burden of
RA. The burden of RA in 1994 was measured by estimating the total
costs attributable to different components of RA (arthritis, acute and
long-term costs), and by estimating the dollars associated with the full
economic impact of RA (disease activity, functional status, work
productivity, and community-related costs). The costs were derived
from published data, such as national or regional sources, the Cost of
Illness Project, the US Bureau of the Census, the Patient Oriented Data
Dictionary (in-patient, outpatient, and physician costs), and the
National Center for Health Statistics' National Hospital Discharge
Survey (in-hospital costs). We estimated the average total yearly cost
of RA, including direct costs and indirect costs. The costs were
extrapolated to 1994 dollars using inflation factors that reflect the
most recent time intervals. We estimated that in 1994, the total
societal cost of RA was $5.2 billion, or $7,100 per patient. Of this, $4.4
billion was attributable to the direct costs of RA, which include the cost
of physician visits, hospitalizations, medications, and diagnostic tests.
The total direct cost of RA was $1.6 billion, or $2,300 per patient. In
1994, RA-related costs were $3.3 billion, or $4,700 per patient. This
was due to $1.8 billion in indirect costs. The average total yearly cost
of RA among individuals with the disease was estimated to be $7,100.
RA-related costs were an average of $4,700 per patient.Q:
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