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the latest report from the World Bank, nearly half of the world's poorest
citizens now live in urban areas. That's more than were living outside
urban centers in 1995. Photo by iStockphoto/Getty Images NEW YORK,
Jan. 26 (UPI) -- The developing world has moved decisively to the city -and not just for a few privileged urbanites. According to the latest report
from the World Bank, more than half of the world's poorest people now
live in urban areas, and nearly a quarter of them reside in the world's
megacities. UN-backed projections estimate that a significant portion of
that population will reside in Mexico City, Lagos and Mumbai by the year
2030, a 90 percent increase in recent years. That's because in the last
two decades, Africa has increasingly experienced the power of rising
urban populations. Population growth has been so pronounced in subSaharan Africa that by 2050, there will be more Africans living in urban
areas than rural ones. "The average person in Africa will be living in an
urban area by 2030," says Sarah Miers, the World Bank's vice president
for urban area strategies and programs. The world's rural areas are
already shrinking, Miers adds. By 2050, there will be fewer rural residents
than today. Meanwhile, the number of urbanites is continuing to grow,
and will surpass the number of rural dwellers in just two more years. As
rural residents move to cities, this will have the effect of flattening the
population density in
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